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About ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association 

The International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association (ICHCA) is an international, independent, not-
for-profit organisation dedicated to improving the safety, security, sustainability, productivity and efficiency 
of cargo handling and goods movement by all modes and through all phases of national and international 
supply chains. ICHCA International’s privileged non-government organisation (NGO) status enables it to 
represent its members, and the cargo handling industry at large, in front of national and international 
agencies and regulatory bodies. Its Expert Panel provides best practice advice and publications on a wide 
range of practical cargo handling issues. 

ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd global network. To access past 
newsletters and other useful information go to the ICHCA Australia website at www.ichca-australia.com . 
We also have an ICHCA international website at www.ichca.com. To join ICHCA please contact Peter van 
Duyn, Company Secretary of ICHCA Australia Ltd at peter.van-duyn@ichca.com  or telephone 0419 370 
332. 
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ICHCA Australia 2018 Asia Pacific conference and exhibition 

The world’s most senior shippers and logistics providers will be meeting in Melbourne, Australia in May 
2018 at the combined Global Shippers Forum (GSF) and ICHCA Asia Pacific conference and exhibition to 
discuss trade facilitation, international logistics challenges and other macro-trends affecting global trade. 
The event will be part of MEGATRANS 2018, Australia’s leading logistics and supply chain event with over 
500 trade exhibitors. 

GSF and ICHCA activities centre on international logistics policy with major UN agencies including the 
International Maritime Oganization, the International Civil Aviation Organization, the International Labour 
Organization, the International Standards Organization and the World Customs Organization. The 
conference will be held jointly with local partners Freight & Trade Alliance and the Australian Peak Shippers 
Association. For information about sponsorship and speaking opportunities please contact ICHCA Company 
Secretary Peter van Duyn. 

For more information visit http://www.megatrans2018.com.au/ or the ICHCA Australia website. 

 

ICHCA International 65th anniversary conference 

Earlier this month ICHCA International held its 65th anniversary conference in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria 
(Canary Islands).  

The two-day conference was built around five key challenges confronting all those involved in cargo 
movement worldwide, across both land and sea: How do we make cargo operations and handling Safe, 
Secure, Sustainable, Smart and Skilled? A focus of the conference was on how we can incorporate smart 
technologies to improve outcomes and the skills needed for the cargo handling industry of the future. 

The conference was followed by a meeting of the ICHCA Technical Panel which discussed the latest 
developments in safety and incident prevention, led by Technical Adviser and IMO liaison Captain Richard 
Brough OBE. The meeting provided a chance for the Panel to review and develop safety and good 
operational practice in cargo handling worldwide. Key topics included container weighing, energy 
efficiency, CTU packing, operations at the ship-shore interface and port equipment safety. 

The conference, hosted by the Port of Las Palmas, was held in the stately Hotel Santa Catalina. A pre-
conference tour provided an opportunity for attendees to have a closer look at the port in action. On the 
evening of Day One of the conference the Port of Las Palmas presented its annual awards for port users. 

http://www.megatrans2018.com.au/
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ICHCA Australia was represented by its Chairman John Warda, Deputy Chairman Peter van Duyn and 
Director Sallie Strang. Peter gave a presentation entitled “Rise of the Robots, Automation in Logistics and 
Shipping”, which provided some insights into the impacts on the industry of increased automation, which 
will only get more widespread in the future. Peter’s talk was well received. A number of other Australian 
delegates and businesses attended the conference and displayed their wares to this international audience. 

TT Club Innovation in Safety Award 

ICHCA presented the 2nd annual TT Club Innovation in Safety Award to Mr Ken Rohlmann, the head of 
Hapag Lloyd’s Cargo Patrol Team. Hapag Lloyd’s initiative is an industry-leading attempt to reduce 
fraudulent cargo declarations that aim to obscure the true identity of dangerous goods transported around 
the globe. The Award is aimed at formally recognising innovative developments that engender greater 
safety and efficiency in the intermodal supply chain. Following the inaugural award last year, TT Club and 
ICHCA have been delighted with the response of the industry, which resulted this year in some twenty-two 
high quality entries, each revealing exciting and proven improvements to supply chain practices. 

In introducing the award, international freight insurer TT Club’s Risk Management Director Peregrine 
Storrs-Fox commented, “One of the more serious issues that continues to blight the entire shipping 
industry is non-compliance in relation to the transport of restricted commodities and dangerous goods. It is 
estimated that this is the root cause of a major shipboard fire, on average every 60 days. All shipping lines 
have attempted to mitigate the problem but Hapag-Lloyd has long been at the forefront, creating in 2011 
what has become the ‘Cargo Patrol’ search engine.” 

In accepting the award, Ken Rohlmann said, “Hapag-Lloyd is delighted to receive this prestigious Innovation 
in Safety Award. I’d like to dedicate the award to my colleagues from the Hapag-Lloyd IT department, who 
built Cargo Patrol as an in-house solution, and of course to my Cargo Patrol Team, who tirelessly investigate 
all the potential misdeclarations day by day. This award will further motivate us in the work to keep our 
crews safe.” 

The judges also chose to award a Highly Commended Honour to Safety Ammo an Australian-based 
organisation. Considerable dangers are faced by ‘pinning’ workers, that is the workers who physically 
handle twistlocks on the underside of containers on the waterfront. Safety Ammo is a RFID-based safety 
solution that brings together practical operational expertise with a range of technologies and requires 
minimal user interaction. It monitors in real time any personnel within the safe zone and indicates all 



I n s i d e   I C H C A   |  October 2017  P a g e  | 4 

activity through a simple interface. The result is that the ‘pinning station’ can notify any external control 
systems of workers’ whereabouts, thereby significantly increasing the safety of those exposed. 

Inaugural John Strang AO Memorial Award  

A highlight of the conference was the presentation of the inaugural John Strang AO Memorial Award to the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO). Ms Sallie Strang, Board member of ICHCA International and 
ICHCA Australia and daughter of John Strang, presented the award to Mr Joseph Westwood-Booth, Senior 
Deputy Director, IMO Subdivision for Marine Technology and Cargoes, Maritime Safety Division. Mr 
Westwood-Booth received the award on behalf of the IMO Secretary General, Mr Kitack Lim. 

The John Strang AO Memorial Award was launched by ICHCA 

International in its 65th year to recognise dedication to the 
development of the cargo handling industry. This includes 
achievements that have led to improvements in efficiency, 
effectiveness, health and safety, as well as organisations or 
individuals who act as a catalyst for positive change and innovation 
within the industry.  

The Strang family have a long history of supporting ICHCA 
International. John’s father was involved in the establishment of 
ICHCA in the 1950s and John was a pioneer and ambassador for 
ICHCA throughout his lifetime. He was appointed an Officer of the 
Order of Australia (AO) in HM The Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 

June 2016. This award is the highest recognition for outstanding achievement and service in the Australian 
honours system. It was conferred for his distinguished service to the transport and logistics sector through 
executive roles in progressing industry development. Sadly, John Strang AO passed away in September 
2016.  

With reference to the award and the 2017 recipient, Sallie Strang said, “We are thrilled that ICHCA has 
chosen to honour our father by launching this award in his name and we cannot think of a more worthy 
recipient than the International Maritime Organization”. 

Since its inception in 1948, IMO has played a significant role in the marine side, but also the port side of the 
ship/port interface by regulating the industry to ensure safe practices throughout. Such work is also part of 
the core concepts behind ICHCA. Since then, the range and depth of IMO’s involvement has broadened and 
many new pieces of legislation and associated work impact significantly on ports and terminals. This year 
the connectivity between ships and ports is highlighted as a major theme for the IMO. ICHCA sees the port 
sectors involvement with IMO only increasing. IMO has, and continues to, make a significant contribution 
to improving the health and well-being of seafarers and port workers alike. 

DB Schenker opens logistics facility in Sydney 

German logistics giant DB Schenker has opened its largest logistics facility in the country in the western 
Sydney suburb of Hoxton Park. The site covers a total of 50,000 square metres, with 15,000 square metres 
of covered area. DB Schenker CEO Australia and New Zealand, Ron Koehler said the site was well-
positioned on Sydney’s freeway network. 

“For our FCL container movements we will be able to move containers cost effectively to Hoxton Park for 
timely distribution to our customers in Sydney.” 

The Hoxton Park facility is a multi-client facility for consumer electronics, fast moving consumer goods 
(FMCG) and fashion/retail customers. The facility incorporates “automated transport sortation systems”, 
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which allow for the consolidation of multiple customers’ freight into DB Schenker’s domestic transportation 
business. 

Funding for women’s leadership development: up to $8,000 available 

Building on the significant momentum achieved earlier in the year in supporting women in the industry, 
Women & Leadership Australia is administering a national initiative to support the development of female 
leaders across Australia’s transport and logistics sector. The initiative provides women with grants of 
between $3,000 and $8,000 to support participation in a range of leadership development programs.  

The funding is provided with the specific aim of supporting powerful and effective development 
opportunities for women in the transport and logistics sector; however, the amount of funding is limited 
and must be allocated prior to the end of 2017. 

Expressions of Interest: Find out more and register your interest by completing the Expression of Interest 
form prior to December 15, 2017. To download the form, go to: https://www.wla.edu.au/funding  

Safe cargo packing, handling and transport: communication and 
cooperation are key 

Safety improvements throughout the international supply chain can be made through the proper packing, 
handling and transport of cargo transport units (CTUs), including containers, according to the four bodies 
making up the industry coalition, which is responsible for a broad cross-section of the global CTU freight 
industry. At a special session of ICHCA International’s 65th anniversary conference, representatives of each 
member of the coalition – the Global Shippers’ Forum, ICHCA International, TT Club and the World Shipping 
Council, highlighted the varied challenges the industry faces in achieving such improvements. 

Having addressed national government delegates at the IMO last month, emphasising the shared 
responsibility of promoting the use of the CTU Code*, the coalition turned its attention to cargo handlers 
and stevedores. “Terminal operators and stevedores in many locations play a relatively minor role in 
packing containers and other CTUs. They nevertheless play an important role in identifying eccentrically 
loaded, overweight, bulging and otherwise dangerously packed units, and in taking appropriate steps to 
address any safety concerns,” said Captain Richard Brough representing the hosts, ICHCA International.   

In highlighting the need for stepping up efforts to communicate the CTU Code and its content, Peregrine 
Storrs-Fox of TT Club commented, “We recently surveyed some 6,000 industry professionals to ascertain 
their knowledge of the [CTU] Code. A low-level response of five per cent completing the questionnaire, in 
itself indicates a lack of awareness. Of those expressing an opinion, just 56 per cent felt the Code is 
sufficient to address safety issues. Given the comprehensive nature of the Code, this suggests a need for 
more clarity and explanation of its important safety recommendations. Cooperation from all stakeholders 
across the global supply chain in order to improve this communication of the Code and, importantly, its 
uptake is vital.” 

It is clear that shippers and those acting on their behalf in packing containers and other CTUs around the 
world are key groups to engage in efforts to promote the CTU Code. Chris Welsh, representing the Global 
Shippers Forum that also met in Las Palmas, was keen to spread the message. He commented, “This 
meeting brings together in a single venue those who operate cargo handling facilities and the shippers and 
packers who initiate the movement. It is a key moment to bring our important safety messages to all 
elements of the supply chain and particularly those responsible for packing and securing cargo in CTUs. We 
continue to call for cooperation from all such stakeholders to improve the industry’s safety record in this 
crucial regard.”  

*IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units (the CTU Code)  

https://www.wla.edu.au/funding
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Cargoes/CargoSecuring/Pages/CTU-Code.aspx
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Ports access regime to continue from 31 Oct 2017 

 

The SA Minister for Transport and Infrastructure has accepted the Essential Services Commission of South 
Australia’s recommendation to continue the Access Regime until 30 October 2022.  A regulation was made 
on 17 October 2017 to extend the Regime from 31 October 2017 for another five years. 

Find the full Essential Services Commission of South Australia report here.  

Five-year infrastructure plan for Victoria released 

The Victorian Government recently announced the five-year Victorian Infrastructure Plan. The Plan contains 
the Victorian Government’s response to the independent authority Infrastructure Victoria’s inaugural 30-
year infrastructure strategy, presented to the Government in December 2016. The strategy advised the 
Government on the State’s short, medium and long-term infrastructure requirements. 

The Victorian Government responded to each of Infrastructure Victoria’s 137 recommendations, with 134 
recommendations either accepted in full, in part or in principle. The Plan covers the Victorian 
Government’s record $40 billion investment in the State’s infrastructure needs, confirming current funding 
levels for key projects including the North-East Link, the Metro Tunnel and the Regional Rail Revival.  

The Plan details the Government’s priorities, projects and long-term policy directions across nine critical 
sectors: transport; culture, sport and community; digital connectivity; education and training; energy; 
environment; health and human services; justice and emergency services; and water. The Government 
acknowledges the role of the private sector in delivering infrastructure to Victoria’s growing population, the 
need for greater accessibility to essential services and fostering gender equality. 

The Plan will be updated annually as part of the state budget, and its progress will be regularly assessed by 
Infrastructure Victoria. The full Victorian Infrastructure Plan, including the Government’s responses to each 
recommendation, is available here: 

 

 

http://www.escosa.sa.gov.au/projects-and-publications/projects/ports/ports-pricing-and-access-review-2017
http://www.vic.gov.au/system/user_files/Documents/vip/Victorian%20Infrastructure%20Plan.pdf
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Vale Richard Hein, former director of P&O Australia 

“A strong leader and consummate gentleman” is how former stevedoring executive Richard J Hein is being 
remembered. Mr Hein passed away on October 2 2017. Born in London in 1936, Mr Hein was a director of 
P&O Australia Ltd from 1970 until 2005 and served as managing director from 1990 until 2005. He was also 
a member of the Business Council of Australia and Business Higher Education Round Table. 

P&O Australia, as one of a wholly owned subsidiary of The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, was bought out by DP World in 2006. 

Department of Agriculture Water and Resources sugar cane forecast 

According to the Department of Agriculture Water and Resources (DAWR), returns to Australian cane 
growers are forecast to average eight per cent less in the 2017/18 season as a result of a significant 
oversupply in the global sugar market. Recent data from the Department estimates Australian growers will 
see around $44 per tonne for their crushed cane in 2017/18, down from $48 a tonne in the previous 
season. 

The soft figures follow earlier forecasts from the Australian Government suggesting the global price of 
sugar will drop to historic lows in the next 12 months. “The world indicator price for raw sugar … is forecast 
to fall by 24% in 2017/18 to average US13 cents a pound,” the Department’s September update states. The 
price dip is set to be driven by record production in several of the largest producers of sugar around the 
world. 

 
Graph: Oliver Probert 

“Most forecast production growth is expected to occur in Asia and Europe,” the report says. “Global supply 
is expected to grow faster than demand during 2017/18, leading to this significant fall in price.”  

Overall, world sugar production is forecast to rise seven per cent in 2017/18, to 190 million tonnes, slightly 
higher than the Government’s earlier forecast. “Production is forecast to increase in Brazil, China, the 
European Union, India, Thailand and other smaller producing countries,” the new update says (see graph 
above). 

In Australia, dry seasonal conditions in southern Queensland, and damage caused by Tropical Cyclone 
Debbie, will cut production, but this is forecast to be balanced out by a five per cent rise in commercial 
cane sugar content, leaving overall sugar production largely unchanged at around 4.8 million tonnes (see 
graph below). 
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Graph: Oliver Probert 

While this will translate to a largely unchanged export figure of 4.1 million tonnes, the global price drop will 
mean sugar exports will be worth just $2 billion, down 12 per cent on the 2017/18 season. 

ACCC has issued guidelines to aid compliance with misuse of market 
power laws 

The Australian Government is about to implement reforms to the Competition and Consumer Act 
2010 (CCA) prohibiting parties from engaging in a concerted practice that has the purpose, effect, or likely 
effect of substantially lessening competition. The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) has prepared interim guidelines to help businesses understand and comply with the law and 
describe the general approach to investigating alleged contraventions. 

ACCC chairman Rod Sims said the regulator would soon be able to act against concerted practices that 
substantially lessened competition. 

“The guidelines set out how we propose to approach allegations of misuse of market power and concerted 
practices and assess applications for authorisation for proposed mergers and non-merger conduct when 
the legislation comes into effect,” Mr Sims said. 

“These guidelines should help businesses comply with their obligations under the Competition and 
Consumer Act. The ACCC has formed a dedicated team which will focus on investigations into conduct 
alleged to involve the misuse of market power or concerted practices, and any resulting litigation.” 

The changes to the Act include: 

• Amending the misuse of market power provision to introduce a substantial lessening of 
competition test to determine if a business with substantial market power has engaged in anti-
competitive conduct. 

• Introducing a prohibition against concerted practices that substantially lessen competition. 

• Changing the merger authorisation test and making the ACCC the first instance decision maker on 
applications for mergers. 

The ACCC is also seeking public comment about rules surrounding proposed mergers. This consultation 
process is expected to provide an opportunity for consumers, businesses and others to provide feedback. 
The closing date for comments is Friday 24th November, and submission can be lodged via the ACCC 
website. 

https://consultation.accc.gov.au/compliance-enforcement/draft-guidelines-on-concerted-practices-1/
https://consultation.accc.gov.au/compliance-enforcement/draft-guidelines-on-concerted-practices-1/
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Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd sets record for grain movements 

Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd (CBH) says it has set new WA state shipping and rail records for grain moved 
by the co-operative during a 12-month period. A total of 15.01 million tonnes was shipped through CBH 
terminals in the ports of Geraldton, Kwinana, Albany and Esperance between 1st October 2016 and 30th 
September 2017. This period included a monthly record of 1.89 million tonnes, shipped in January 2017. 
The previous annual shipping record of 13.88 million tonnes was recorded in 2013-14.  

Record rail movements were also recorded in the same period with a total of 8.65 million tonnes, topping 
the previous high of 8.53 million tonnes during the 2013-14 harvest. A new monthly record of 964,832 
tonnes was set in March 2017. 

CBH Group general manager operations, David Capper, said the annual records were driven by the bumper 
2016-17 harvest, while praising the work of staff. “These new records would not have been possible 
without the hard work and commitment by our regional and port teams,” Mr Capper said. 

Mr Capper noted a strategy of increasing total tonnages through the shipping system and better berth 
utilisation. He said the decision to invest in new rail infrastructure five years ago had helped CBH manage 
increasing volumes. 

“We are always looking to provide real value to our growers. Through our Network Strategy, we’ll be 
focused on delivering an efficient and optimal supply chain from paddock to port to help our growers 
compete in the global market.” 
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Productivity Commission report promotes ‘common sense’ 

The recent release of the Productivity Commission report, Shifting the Dial: 5 Year Productivity Review, 
provides a welcome injection of common sense into the national conversation about transport and urban 
planning policies. In particular, the Commission’s observation that “infrastructure decisions could be 
enhanced by taking out the ‘Utopia’ factor in their preparation” is sound advice for policy-makers at the 
federal, state and local government levels. 
 
The message in this report is very clear. Unless we take definitive and practical action to address issues 
such as urban congestion and the efficiency of our transport networks, the nation’s economy and the well-
being of its citizens will suffer. You can find the full report here. 

Minister opens container exhibit in Sydney 

New South Wales Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight, Melinda Pavey, opened the exhibition 
Container – the box that changed the world at the Australian National Maritime Museum on Darling 
Harbour recently. During her speech, Ms Pavey emphasised the importance of containerised trade to the 
state, particularly the regions. 

 “We’ve got stories of chickpea farmers in the 
north-west of the state that have hired carriages 
and are bringing down, on rail, containers full of 
chickpeas and sending them to India,” she said. 

“And we need to do a lot more as a nation to fill up 
those containers as they head back out into the 
ocean.” 

Ms Pavey said she hoped the exhibition, which is 
outdoors and free, would help publicise the 
importance of containerised shipping. 

Melinda Pavey, NSW Minister for Roads, Maritime & Freight 
Photo: Ian Ackerman 

 “We’ve got this here for 12 months, and this is going to grow the brains of a lot of people – hopefully a lot 
of young people,” she said. 

The exhibition consists of six 20-foot boxes, each housing an exhibit focusing on a particular aspect of the 
container shipping industry. It is free and can be visited between 0930 and 1700 outside the Australian 
National Maritime Museum on Darling Harbour. 

ICHCA NSW breakfast meeting 

ICHCA NSW will hold a breakfast meeting on Friday 24th November from 7.15 to 9.00am (arrive 7.00am) at 
City Tattersalls Club, Zest Restaurant, 194-204 Pitt St, Sydney.  

The guest speaker is Damian Colclough, Executive Director, Freight Industry Branch, Freight, Strategy and 
Planning, Transport for NSW. Damian will provide an update on the NSW Freight and Port Strategy. Find 
more details here.  

This event is proudly sponsored by TT Club 

  

http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/productivity-review/report/productivity-review.pdf
http://www.ichca-australia.com/images/Luncheons/Invitations/ICHCA-Breakfast-Invitation-24-Nov-Final.pdf
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ICHCA Contacts 

 

ICHCA Australia Chairman: 
John Warda 
Mobile: 0417 875 113 
Email: jpwarda@bigpond.com 

Company Secretary: 
Peter van Duyn 
492 George St, Fitzroy VIC 3065 
Mobile: 0419 370 332 
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com 
 

State co-ordinators 

New South Wales: 

Adem Long 
Mobile: 0427 700 681 
Email: Adem.Long@nswports.com.au 
 

South Australia: 

Greg Burk 
Mobile: 0418 639 568 
Email: gregburk2611@gmail.com 

 
Queensland: 
Sallie Strang 
Mobile: 0412 604 842 
Email: sstrang@stxgroup.com.au 
 

  
Victoria: 
Peter van Duyn 
Mobile: 0419 370 332 
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com 
 

  

 

ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY 

IAL’s Privacy Policy details are available by contacting the Company Secretary, Peter van Duyn, on e-mail 
peter.van-duyn@ichca.com  or telephone 0419 370 332. 

Our Contact with You 

If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter please advise peter.van-duyn@ichca.com  
and the distribution will be cancelled. If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or 
contacts in the cargo handling industry please advise us. 
 

mailto:peter.vanduijn@deakin.edu.au
mailto:peter.vanduijn@deakin.edu.au

