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Welcome to the Official Publication of ICHCA Australia Ltd 
ICHCA’s objective is to increase knowledge of ways to improve the efficiency and economy in the handling and 
movement of goods, from origin to destination by all modes and at all phases of the national and international 

transport chains. 
ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd global network. Members can access past 

newsletters and other useful information by going to the international website at www.ichca.com. 
To join ICHCA please contact Ian Lovell, Company Secretary of ICHCA Australia Ltd on ian.lovell@bigpond.com or 

telephone 0400 708 182. 
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Port of Melbourne Chief Retires 

 
Port of Melbourne CEO Stephen Bradford. Photo courtesy of The Age  
 
Following a decade of outstanding service in charge of Australia’s largest container and general cargo port, Port of 
Melbourne Corporation (PoMC) CEO, Stephen Bradford, will transition to retirement this year.  
 
Mr Bradford said , “I have greatly enjoyed my work at PoMC, but believe now is the time to retire, to spend more time 

http://www.ichca.com/
mailto:ian.lovell@bigpond.com
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with my family and move to non-executive roles.” 
 
Appointed in January 2004, Mr Bradford guided PoMC through the successful completion of the channel deepening 
project as part of a billion dollar port investment program, to become one of Victoria’s leading infrastructure delivery 
agencies. 
 
Victorian Minister for Ports, David Hodgett, said Mr Bradford had overseen unprecedented trade growth at the Port of 
Melbourne, helping to secure Victoria’s status as the nation’s freight and logistics capital. “I join the port’s customers 
and community stakeholders in thanking Stephen for his great leadership and integrity in shaping the busiest 
container and automotive trade hub in Australia to deliver economic benefits both now and in the future.  
 
“Stephen has made an enormous contribution to the port and logistics industry and I wish him well in his retirement.”
  
 
PoMC Chairman, Mark Birrell, acknowledged Mr Bradford’s contribution to the corporation. “Stephen can rightly be 
proud of his considerable achievements and on behalf of the board I thank him for his dedicated service to PoMC and 
the wider Victorian community,” Mr Birrell said.  
 
“The Board has started its search to secure a high calibre executive to lead the organisation in the next stage of its 
development, including the delivery of the Port Capacity Project. The executive search firm Russell Reynolds 
Associates has been appointed to undertake this role.”  
 
Mr Bradford will remain as CEO until his retirement later in the year.  
 
Source: tandlnews.com.au (Posted by Charles Pauka) 

 

New Chairman for Ports Australia 

Ports Australia has appointed Mr Vincent Tremaine, Chief Executive Officer of Flinders Ports, as its new Chairman. 
Ports Australia is the peak national organisation representing Australia’s port corporations both publicly and privately 
owned. Chief Executive Officer, David Anderson, indicated that the Board of Ports Australia had unanimously moved 
to invite Deputy Chairman, Vincent Tremaine, to take on the role, effective 1 October 2013.  
 
“The Board also expressed its thanks to previous Chairman, Gary Webb, who retired from the post of CEO at the Port 
of Newcastle on 30 September. Mr Webb was appointed Chairman of Ports Australia in November 2010 and led the 
organisation through an important period of governance review and of intense engagement with stakeholders on the 
National Ports Strategy”, Mr Anderson said.  
 
Mr Anderson noted that Ports Australia was most fortunate in that it had a very strong, collegiate and strategically 
focused Board to take the organisation into the next term. He indicated that a priority of the new Chairman is to 
establish ports issues as a leading item in the infrastructure agenda of the newly elected Federal Government. 
Source: Ports Australia news release 

Grant Gilfillan New CEO for Newcastle Ports 

Grant Gilfillan is to become the new Chief Executive Officer of Newcastle Ports Corporation. Gilfillan, formerly CEO of 
Sydney Ports Corporation, replaces Gary Webb who has been with the corporation for more than 20 years. 
 
Prior to joining Sydney Ports, Grant worked in Africa, the Middle East and Europe (Romania) as a Senior Vice 
President, Managing Director and General Manager for DP World. Prior to this, Mr Gilfillan had served as Director of 
Operations for P&O Ports, Australia and New Zealand and as Managing Director of CSX World Terminals in Australia. 
 
ICHCA looks forward to working with Grant in his new role and acknowledges Gary’s enormous contribution to 
Newcastle Port over the last two decades.  
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ICHCA Supports PowerLogistics Asia 2013  

ICHCA Australia is officially supporting PowerLogistics Asia 2013. The event compiles an exhibition with accompanied 
conference for the heavy transport and lifting industry. It will take place in Singapore on the 30-31 October. ICHCA 
members will receive a discount of 10 % for any purchase at the event: Exhibition booth, project logistics conference 
and heavy transport and lifting seminar: www.powerlogisticsasia2013.com.  
 
The exhibition visit is free of charge and you can register here: http://www.power-
lift.net/PowerLogisticsAsia2013/Pre_Registers.html   

 

  

http://www.powerlogisticsasia2013.com/
http://www.power-lift.net/PowerLogisticsAsia2013/Pre_Registers.html
http://www.power-lift.net/PowerLogisticsAsia2013/Pre_Registers.html
http://www.stxgroup.com.au/
http://powerlogisticsasia2013.com/Conferences_About.html
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International action urged over  
container weights 

Source: tandlnews.com.au (Posted by Charles Pauka)   
 
The International Transport Federation is calling on governments and industry bodies to back a proposed amendment 
that will tackle the dangers posed by unweighed or mis-declared shipping containers. 
The amendment – to the existing Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) – has been tabled at a meeting of the IMO 
(International Maritime Organisation) sub–committee on dangerous goods, solid cargoes and containers. The meeting 
will decide if the weighing of packed shipping containers will be made mandatory.  
 
The ITF has been lobbying for nearly a decade for a compulsory international system of container weighing to be 
introduced in ports. Currently there is a reliance on self-regulation by shippers. 
The ITF proposal stipulates that there should be an international law requiring mandatory weighing of loaded 
containers, a process in place to address mis-declaration of container weights, and that ships’ masters should be able 
to refuse to load un- or mis-declared containers.  
 
The ITF amendment is supported by the United States and Danish governments as well as industry bodies including 
the World Shipping Council (WSC) and the Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO). The ITF is urging other 
country and industry representatives to demonstrate their commitment to worker and public safety standards by 
backing the SOLAS amendment.  
 
ITF president and chair of the ITF dockers’ section Paddy Crumlin explained: “This is a key issue for transport workers 
worldwide. We estimate containers that are declared as one weight but in reality are substantially lighter or heavier, 
may be in the region of 20 per cent of all cargo. This presents a major health and safety risk to dockers loading and 
unloading in ports, to seafarers onboard cargo vessels, and to drivers transporting containers on the roads.” 
 
He continued: “But this isn’t just a worker issue. When a truck jack-knifes because it can’t handle the burden of the 
container, if a cargo ship splits in two because it’s been overloaded, when port equipment and infrastructure are 
prematurely worn down because of overweight containers, then you have a major issue for the public, for the 
environment and for shipping companies.  
 
“It is time for this issue to get the weighty response it deserves and we want to see governments and industry players 
get behind the SOLAS amendment so that an appropriate response to the issue can be delivered, via the IMO.” 
 

 
 
The ITF submission cites the recent loss of the MOL Comfort, a five-year old containership, recently surveyed, which 
broke in half and eventually sank. “[This] once again raises the question of the carriage of containers that have not 
been weighed and practice of operating on only a declared weight,” the submission states. 
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ICHCA Seminar on Code of Practice 
for Packing of Cargo Transport Units 

ICHCA members are invited to attend a practical one-day seminar from ICHCA International on the new 
IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units on Tuesday 22 October on the HQS Wellington, 
London, UK.  
 
ICHCA International has been deeply involved in consulting with the regulatory bodies on this new Code of Practice, 
which will impact many parties along the Cargo Transport Unit logistics chain.  
 
The seminar - kindly sponsored by ICHCA International members Cordstrap, Exis Technologies and TT Club - is an 
excellent chance to get a closer look at the detail of the new Code and assess what it means for all the different 
parties. 
 
The seminar includes views from many of those involved in the supply chain - not least the shipper, freight transport, 
ports and terminals, insurance, salvage and enforcement agencies. It provides a chance to sit at the table and assess 
the threats posed by poor cargo packing and securing loads and discuss what industry can do to make a difference, as 
well as adapting business processes in light of the new Code.  
 
Special early booking rates are available until 30 September. Special rates are also available for ISP/IEP members and 
premium members of ICHCA International - these are shown on the ICHCA International seminar website at 
www.etouches.com/ichca-ctu-packing where you can register online and see latest details of the programme, 
speakers, sponsors and hotel offers.  
 
ICHCA International hopes to have the pleasure of your company on the HQS Wellington this 22 October. Please do 
not hesitate to contact ICHCA International (Helen Coffey, Membership & Events Officer| ICHCA International Ltd, 
T:+44 203 327 7560| M: 07958 187624, E: helen.coffey@ichca.com |W: www.ichca.com) if you need further 
information or assistance.  

http://www.etouches.com/ichca-ctu-packing
mailto:helen.coffey@ichca.com
http://www.ichca.com/
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South Australia emerges as  
global force in mining 

Posted by Informa Australia  
 
South Australia has emerged during the past decade as a proven and secure destination for resource development. 
Our State is home to a number of exciting developments in the mining sector either recently completed or underway. 
 
Stable policy setting together with measures to assist and attract investment, backed by strong case management 
support, have quadrupled the number of major mines since 2002.  
More than $300 million a year of investment in exploration has helped to better identify the State’s rich mineral 
endowment such as copper, gold, iron ore, zircon, uranium, base metals, graphite and vast reserves of gas. 
 
The South Australian Government continues to proactively drive initiatives that will uncover new discoveries in our 
State. The PACE 2020 initiative is recognised around the world as one of the most successful government exploration 
initiatives aimed at: 
• Unlocking new areas for exploration 
• Leveraging research partnerships through the resource value chain to drive performance 
• Further streamlining the process from exploration to mine development 
• Providing even better data delivery services to the resource industry. 
 
PACE 2020 has supported South Australia’s world-leading online resource application, SARIG 2020, an integral part of 
delivering world-class data to industry which recently won an Australian Government Excellence in eGovernment 
award. 
 
As part of its commitment to the sector, the South Australian Government announced a range of initiatives recently, 
including: 
• A Mining and Petroleum Services Centre of Excellence to drive innovation and performance 
• Expansion of the PACE initiative with PACE Frontiers to simulate industry activity 
• Funding for the Eyre Peninsula Land Use Support program. 
 

 
Photo credit: http://www.adelaidenow.com.au 
 
In December last year South Australia became the first Australian state to finalise a comprehensive approach to 
developing unconventional gas resources: the Roadmap for Unconventional Gas Projects. 
 
South Australia’s unconventional gas sector has the potential to deliver billions of dollars of investment and a new 
source of secure base load power for householders, industry and businesses. While conventional gas has been 
produced from the Cooper Basin since 1969, new ways of exploring and new technologies are unlocking extensive and 
previously inaccessible sources of deep gas. 
 
Along with its investment in the mining and gas and petroleum industries, the State Government has a strong focus on 
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ensuring the benefits of the expansion of our resources sector flows to all South Australian communities. 
 
South Australia again led the rankings in the latest Minerals Council of Australia Scorecard for mining project approval 
processes. 
The scorecard, assessed by a panel of independent expert consultants, also placed South Australia first in mining 
regulation and administration. 
This included clarity of processes, timeliness, compliance cost, government agency capability, predictability and 
certainty and effectiveness – all incredibly important factors in growing a sustainable mining sector. 
 
Support for exploration and the Government’s strategy for international engagement is also leading to investment in 
mine development. 
Mindarie heavy mineral sands mine resumed operations last December under majority ownership of Chinese 
company Murray Zircon. The company and its parent Orient Zirconic have taken a long-term view to securing zircon 
supplies from mine site to factory. 
 
South Australia’s resurging iron ore production is now second only to Western Australia in output. Arrium’s mining 
business (formerly OneSteel) has steadily increased production from almost no iron ore sales pre-2007 to 12 million 
tonnes a year at June 2013. 
 
A major contribution has been the progressive ramping up of production through the Middleback Ranges that today 
consists of 15 mine sites linked by Arrium-owned rail network and dedicated infrastructure. 
 
Last month Arrium celebrated completion of its Whyalla port expansion and associated infrastructure, which doubles 
the company’s export capability. The cost-effective and timely delivery of Arrium’s developments within commercial 
timeframes is thanks to strong leadership and excellent project management skills. Arrium’s focus is on producing 
high-quality product and adding value for its Chinese clients through its technical expertise in steel-making. 
 
The outlook for exploration looks bright with access to a vast new area of the State available through a practical 
framework for co-existence of mineral resources development and defence activities in the Woomera Prohibited Area 
developed in consultation with the Commonwealth. 
 
A highly prospective area covering about 30 per cent of the mineral-rich Gawler Craton, the WPA already hosts four 
major mines producing commodities such as gold, copper and iron ore. Geoscience Australia has conservatively 
estimated that the Woomera Prohibited Area and surrounding region has the potential for more than $35 billion 
worth of undiscovered mineral wealth in copper, iron ore, gold and uranium projects in the coming decades. 
 
During the second half of 2013, scientists have begun transporting equipment by helicopter into this remote region 
taking vital measurements from more than 34,000 survey stations to build up a better understanding of the region’s 
geological and mineral prospectivity. 
 
Dr Paul Heithersay 
Deputy Chief Executive Resources & Energy 

 
 
 

 

http://www.clarkequipment.com/terberg
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Port of Melbourne Delivers 
Profit With Growing Port Investment 

Port of Melbourne Corporation’s (PoMC’s) 2012-13 Annual Report has showed a strong balance sheet as it advances 
the Port Capacity Project and other port infrastructure, Minister for Ports David Hodgett has announced. 
 
PoMC recorded an overall profit after tax of $65.9 million for 2012/13 against the background of a small decline in 
overall trade of 1.6% on the previous year. 
 
Detailing the full year trade results, Mr Hodgett explained that while total container volumes declined marginally from 
last year’s record peaks, new motor vehicles, dry bulk and liquid trades all recorded solid growth. 
 
“After growth in container throughput approached 8% in 2011/12, the Port of Melbourne handled a total of 2.51 
million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) in the year to 30 June 2013, representing a modest decrease of 2.6%,” Mr 
Hodgett said. 
 
“While container import volumes fell in soft retail conditions, full overseas export containers recorded an increase of 
0.6% despite the high Australian dollar.” 
 
The Port of Melbourne also retained its leadership position handling over 370,000 units in 2012-13, up 3.6% on the 
previous year. 
 
“PoMC has backed up a strong financial and trade result with capital expenditure totalling $56.8 million including work 
on the Port Capacity Project, extensive wharf rehabilitation at Appleton Dock, together with a major redevelopment 
of the Port Operations Control Centre,” Mr Hodgett said. 

Record Value of Farm Production Expected 

Australia’s gross value of farm production is expected to achieve a record of $49 billion* in 2013/14, according to the 
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES). Releasing the September edition of 
Agricultural Commodities, Executive Director of ABARES, Paul Morris, said the value of farm production was expected 
to exceed $46 billion for the fourth year in a row. 
 
“This continues the recovery in the farm sector from the drought-affected decade of the 2000s. However, improved 
returns are not the universal experience across the sector, with some producers still suffering from adverse seasonal 
conditions and other producers facing declining prices for their products,” Mr Morris said. 
 
The value of exports is also expected to remain firm, but with a slight easing to $37.2 billion in 2013/14 from the 
record high of $38 billion* achieved in 2012-13. 
 
Farm commodities for which export earnings are forecast to increase in 2013/14 include beef and veal (up 6%), dairy 
products (15%) and wine (8%). Positive growth in livestock and livestock products earnings has been helped by higher 
world prices for dairy products and lamb and the depreciation of the Australian dollar. 
 
This increase is expected to be offset by lower export earnings for wheat (down 4%), canola (33%) and cotton (16%). 
The decline in grains and oilseeds returns is, in part, a result of a decline in world prices for grains and oilseeds due to 
increased supplies in the United States and the Black Sea region. 
 
The Agricultural Commodities report is available at www.daff.gov.au/abares. 
* Record in nominal terms. 

  

http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/media-releases
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New Queensland Trade and Investment 
Commissioners Appointed 

New Queensland Trade and Investment Commissioners have been appointed to India and the Middle East. 
Premier, Campbell Newman, said Australian born, Donna Massie, would head up the Middle East office based in Abu 
Dhabi, while Indian born Australian national, Parag Shirnamé, would represent Queensland in India. 
 
Mr Newman said, “Ms Massie has 20 years of experience in international business development and marketing in 
finance and banking, defence, engineering and mining. Through her extensive experience Ms Massie has fostered 
close connections with the Emirati government and business communities and her appointment is a boon for 
Queensland companies working in this region. 
“As Trade and Investment Commissioner to the Middle East, Ms Massie will spearhead Queensland’s new business 
development in the region and become the State Government’s eyes and ears in this important region.” 
 
Total merchandise trade between Queensland and the Middle East was valued at more than $1.3 billion in 2012/13 
with Queensland’s main exports being food, live animals, machinery and transport equipment. 
 
Mr Newman said Mr Shirnamé brought more than two decades of business experience to his position. “He has worked 
as a senior manager and Dean of the Ford Academy, Ford Motor Company, Chief Executive of DSK Supinfocom and 
Diversity Asia Pacific and has been a consultant to companies in China, Australia, the United States and India,” he said. 
“India is one of the top five trading partners for Queensland and we are very fortunate to be able to appoint a person 
with Mr Shirname’s experience and business acumen to the position. 
“With a population of more than 1.2 billion people, India is one of the biggest potential markets in the world, with 
two-way trade between India and Queensland reaching $5.3 billion in 2012/13.” 
 
The two new Commissioners will start immediately. 

 

Smooth Passage for Port Pilotage Bill 

The Queensland Government says the state’s major trading ports will be more effective, more responsive and retain 
high safety standards following new legislation. Transport and Main Roads Minister, Scott Emerson, said the provision 
of pilotage services currently with Maritime Safety Queensland based in Brisbane would be transferred to the 
individual government-owned port corporations. 
 
“The changes introduced in Parliament will improve the delivery of ship pilotage services while allowing MSQ to focus 
on maintaining high safety standards. We are committed to improving efficiencies to make sure our ports meet the 
demands of increased shipping volumes and vessel movements. 
 
“These changes will mean ports can make on the spot decisions without needing to wait for advice from Brisbane 
bureaucrats. From November, Gladstone Ports Corporation, Far North Queensland Ports Corporation, Port of 
Townsville and North Queensland Bulk Ports Corporation will take control of ship pilotage services. Together they will 
manage the provision of marine pilots for vessels operating in 16 compulsory pilotage areas.” 
 
During the transition process the State Government will retain responsibility for pricing, ensuring the same level of 
service delivery. The 69 marine pilots based across Queensland will remain in their current positions with no changes 
to their conditions under the new legislation. 

http://www.forkliftaction.com/
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Variable Winter Crop Outlook Across Regions 

The outlook for Australia’s winter crop production remains positive, with the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) forecasting production to increase by 7% in 2013/14 to around 39.2 
million tonnes. 
 
On releasing the September edition of the Australian Crop Report, ABARES Executive Director, Paul Morris, said 
seasonal conditions had been variable across major grains producing regions, with production expected to increase in 
Victoria, SA and WA, but fall in Queensland and NSW. 
 
“Below average rainfall since mid-winter in parts of NSW, Queensland and the northern growing areas of WA has 
adversely affected crop development,” Mr Morris said. “In contrast, temperatures and rainfall have generally been 
favourable in SA, Victoria and the southern parts of WA.” 
 
Sufficient and timely rainfall across all major cropping regions in spring will be needed to achieve the prospective 
yields. 
 
Production of wheat and barley for Australia is forecast to rise by 11% and 13% to around 24.5 million tonnes and 7.7 
million tonnes, respectively. In contrast, canola production is forecast to fall by 18% in 2013-14 to 3.3 million tonnes, 
as a result of a significant decline in planted area. 
 
The area planted to summer crops is forecast to rise by 3% in 2013–14 to around 1.4 million hectares, reflecting 
favourable domestic feed grains prices. “As it had been dry recently in the summer cropping regions, rainfall will be 
needed in the lead up to the summer cropping season for planting intentions to be realised,” Mr Morris said. 
 
“Taking this into account, total summer crop production is forecast to decline by 1% to around 4.9 million tonnes in 
2013/14.” 
The Australian Crop Report is available at on the ABARES website. 

 
  

http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/publications
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Ken Fitzpatrick 
Asiaworld Shipping Services Pty Ltd 
Level 2, 403 Pacific Highway, 
Artarmon NSW 2064 
Tel: (02) 9906 6372 Fax: (02) 9906 1874 
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Victoria: 
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Tel: (03) 9653 1234 Fax: (03) 9654 7117 
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ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY 

IALôs Privacy Policy Details are available by contacting the National Secretary, Ian Lovell, on e-
mail ian.lovell@bigpond.com or telephone 0400 708 182. 
 
Our Contact with You 
If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter please press the unsubscribe button 
at the bottom of this email or advise ian.lovell@bigpond.com and the distribution will be cancelled. 
If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or contacts in the cargo handling 
industry also please advise us. 
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