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About ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Coordination Association 

 

The International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA) is an international, independent, not-
for-profit organisation dedicated to improving the safety, security, sustainability, productivity and efficiency 
of cargo handling and goods movement by all modes and through all phases of national and international 
supply chains. ICHCA International’s privileged non-government organisation (NGO) status enables it to 
represent its members, and the cargo handling industry at large, in front of national and international 
agencies and regulatory bodies. Its Expert Panel provides best practice advice and publications on a wide 
range of practical cargo handling issues. 
 
ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd global network. To access past 
newsletters and other useful information go to the ICHCA Australia website at www.ichca-australia.com . 
We also have an ICHCA international website at www.ichca.com 
 
To join ICHCA please contact Ian Lovell, Company Secretary of ICHCA Australia Ltd on 
ian.lovell@bigpond.com or telephone 0400 708 182. 
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Report on ICHCA International 

Barcelona Conference 

Earlier this month the biennial conference of ICHCA International was held in the World Trade Centre, 
Barcelona, Spain. The topic of the conference was Bigger Ships Greater Challenges and over 200 delegates 
from across the globe discussed issues related to bigger ships arriving at their ports and how to handle 
them in a safe and efficient manner. 

The two-day conference was preceded by the ICHCA International board meeting and a boat tour of the 
Port of Barcelona (insert JW photo?) and was followed by the 75th meeting of ICHCA’s International Safety 
Panel: a panel of technical experts which meets three times a year to discuss issues around the safe 
handling and stowage of cargo on board vessels. 

The conference keynote speaker was the newly appointed International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
Secretary-General, Kitack Lim,  (insert JW photo?), who addressed issues facing the world maritime trade 
such as the new Verified Gross Mass regulations for international containers, coming into force on July 1 
this year. These amendments to the International Convention on Safety of Lives at Sea (SOLAS) require the 
shipper to verify the correct weight of a packed container by either weighing the container or accurately 
calculating its weight by adding the weight of all cargo, packing material and the tare of the container. The 
regulations were in response to a number of accidents on vessels with overloaded containers that caused 
or contributed to loss of life or loss of vessel. Over 170 IMO member states, which were extensively 
consulted over a number of years, have ratified the SOLAS amendments. 

A small contingent of ICHCA Australia delegates attended the conference including ICHCA International 
Chairman, David Bendall and ICHCA Australia Chairman, John Warda. Lively discussions were held during 
the Q&A panel sessions which tested the skills of the translators (in English, Spanish and French) who made 
sure that all delegates were able to follow the thread of the conversation in their native language. An area 
adjacent to the conference space was set aside for exhibitors and sponsors to show their wares during 
session breaks. A highlight of the conference was the presentation of the inaugural ‘ICHCA Innovation in 
Safety Award’, sponsored by the TT Club. Secretary General Lim presented the award to APMT Buenos 
Aires for its mobile port equipment Safety Logging System, an innovation which produced measurable 
results in incident reduction and behavioural responses from the workforce. 

ICHCA International is 65 years old next year and intends to hold a conference in 2017 in Las Palmas, 
Canary Islands, to celebrate this event. ICHCA Australia intends to hold its biennial conference in mid-2017. 
Stay tuned for further news. 
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ICHCA Joins Forces with FEPORT to Raise Profile of 

Cargo Handling Industry  

ICHCA and FEPORT join in forces at global and European level to raise the profile of the cargo handling 
industry.  The signed agreement with the Federation of European Private Port Operators will provide a 
framework for knowledge sharing and cooperation on port operations and cargo handling. 
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ICHCA and FEPORT join in forces at global and European level to raise the profile of the cargo handling 
industry. The signed agreement with the Federation of European Private Port Operators will provide a 
framework for knowledge sharing and cooperation on port operations and cargo handling. 

ICHCA International has agreed to work with the Federation of European Private Port Operators (FEPORT) 
on matters of mutual interest. The two associations signed a formal Memorandum of Understanding at the 
ICHCA International 2016 Conference.  

The conference was attended by the IMO Secretary General, Kitack Lim; Desiree Oen, Deputy Head of 
Cabinet of Transport Commissioner, Ms Violeta Bulc; officials and industry representatives of more than 34 
countries. 

FEPORT President, Günther Bonz, spoke at the Conference, where he expressed the views of the European 
private port and terminal operator community on the challenges posed by bigger ships and other key 
operational issues for the sector. He was joined by a delegation of senior FEPORT executives and members.  

ICHCA International represents the interests of its 160 voting members, over 6,500 associate members and 
the industry at large in front of key UN regulatory bodies, including the IMO. The Association provides a 
focal point for cross-party dialogue and knowledge sharing among different members of the cargo handling 
chain and promotes good practice in safe and efficient operations across sea, land and air, including 
containerised, bulk and other cargo types.  

Founded in 1993 and located in Brussels, FEPORT is a policy-led and policy-driven organisation that speaks 
on behalf of terminal operators and stevedoring companies carrying out activities in the seaports of the 
European Union and Turkey. Its members include over 1,200 companies with over 400 ports located 
throughout the EU and Turkey. The Federation promotes the interests of its members by maintaining 
regular dialogue with all EU institutional and non-institutional stakeholders.   

About FEPORT 

FEPORT represents the interests of stevedoring companies and terminal operators at a European level. 
FEPORT’s members directly employ 220,000 port workers and its company members are among the top 15 
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global terminal operators in the world, representing a total share of 50 percent of the world’s gross 
throughput.  

FEPORT groups its interests into nine broad categories: port policy, transport policy, maritime policy, 
security, safety and the environment, logistics, customs and internal market procedures, social policy 
(social dialogue) and R&D. The Federation’s objectives are: to inform and advise its members on European 
port-related matters, to discuss and formulate common points of view on European policy issues, to serve 
as an interlocutor for EU institutions and other national or international organisations and to share 
technical and operational know-how.  

www.feport.eu 

Follow FEPORT on Twitter @FEPORT_EU 

Follow FEPORT on LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/company/feport 

 

APMT Buenos Aires Wins  

Innovation in Safety Award 

APMT Buenos Aires wins inaugural safety award, sponsored by specialist insurance provider TT Club, for 
safety logging systems. 

The inaugural ICHCA Innovation in Safety Award, sponsored by the TT Club, has been won by APMT Buenos 
Aires for its mobile port equipment Safety Logging System. This innovation produced measurable proven 
results in incident reduction and behavioural responses from the workforce. 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
http://www.forkliftaction.com/news/statlink.asp?statlinkid=16729
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Entries for the award were numerous and varied and the judges were pleased also to award a Highly 
Commended prize to Andrew Ryan, as nominated by Asciano in Australia, for the simple concept of the 
Ryan Key. This tool enables semi-automatic twist locks that have partially failed or been incorrectly installed 
to be ‘locked’ open, eliminating the need for operatives to remain in the danger zone to hold them while 
the container is discharged. 

Both these concepts are simple but effective. The judges were presented with a very difficult choice from 
the 23 impressive entries from companies around the globe. All the entries had one common objective: to 
improve safety in the cargo handling and related logistics supply chain. As all the entries definitely achieved 
this objective to one extent or another, the judges’ task proved difficult indeed. Overall, the judges looked 
for proven results, originality and the ability for the innovation to have broader industry application. 

ICHCA International believes that all the entrants should be very proud of their achievements to date and 
intend, along with the sponsors, TT Club, to produce a ‘digest’ of the entries received so that their 
respective members can benefit from the innovations and best practice demonstrated. 

The award was presented to APMT by the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization, 
Mr Kitack Lim, at the PSA sponsored Cocktail Reception on the first day of ICHCA’s Conference. 

Co-ordinator of the Judging Panel, Captain Richard W A Brough OBE, Technical Adviser of ICHCA 
International was overwhelmed by the response from entrants. He said; “If this is a representative sample 
of how individuals, companies, organisations and innovators in technological development are working for 
the good of the industry and striving to improve safety of personnel in port and related operations, then 
this strikes right at the core of ICHCA’s raison d’être and means we are in a good place going forward. We 
commend all for their endeavours and congratulate the eventual winner and the highly commended runner 
up.” 

Award Sponsor, TT Club provide insurance and risk management services to the international logistics and 
cargo handling industry, and are committed to the improvement of safety and the dissemination of good 
practice across the sector. In congratulating the award winner, TT’s Risk Management Director, Peregrine 
Storrs-Fox, commented, “This initiative by ICHCA has our whole-hearted support.  TT Club continually 
encourages initiatives aimed at improving operational safety standards throughout the global supply chain. 
The quality of the developmental work represented by the entries in this, the inaugural ICHCA Award, is of 
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the highest standard and we believe demonstrates a maturing industry that really is putting safety first. We 
hope that the impetus created by this award will indeed lead to a safer industry as a whole.” 

ICHCA and TT Club, serving the same broad industry, have collaborated over many years, finding that the 
philosophy to engender operational safety is paramount to both organisations. 

About the ICHCA International  

‘Innovation in Safety’ Award 

The award was open to individuals, teams or companies involved in cargo logistics, entrants for the ICHCA 
International Innovation in Safety Award had to provide evidence to show that a product, idea, solution, 
process or scheme had resulted in a demonstrable improvement to safety. 

The judging panel comprised: Jan Boermans, Regional HSSE Director Europe and Russia, DP World & Chair, 
ISP – ICHCA’s Technical Panel; Bill Brassington, Owner, ETS Consulting; Capt. Richard Brough OBE, Technical 
Adviser and Observer, ICHCA International; Peregrine Storrs-Fox, Risk Management Director, TT Club; 
Rachael White, CEO, Next Level Information and CEO Secretariat, ICHCA International. 

 

ICHCA Leads on New Container Weight System 

  

ICHCA as an NGO to IMO was involved in drafting the new SOLAS VGM regulations and is now working 
alongside IMO and other key industry bodies to facilitate global implementation of this landmark container 
safety rule. 

If you have not already done so, please take a look at the FAQs issued recently together with Global 
Shippers Forum,  TT Club and World Shipping Council. ICHCA’s new Container Weighing Weekly also offers 
a handy weekly digest of VGM news and opinion from around the world – it’s simple to sign up and you’ll 
receive an email notification every time we publish a new edition. 

Despite a flurry of recent reports, one thing is certain  – irrespective of how national governments choose 
to carry out enforcement, SOLAS VGM will become international maritime law on 1 July 2016. 

How will you comply? 

http://www.clarkequipment.com/terberg
http://nextlevelinformation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-hrsyuk-iikrdjsi-r/
http://nextlevelinformation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-hrsyuk-iikrdjsi-r/
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As stated in The Loadstar, this point was very clearly articulated by IMO senior executives speaking at 
ICHCA’s recent Barcelona conference.  As JOC reported, the IMO urged global supply chain members to 
step up cross-sector dialogue to ensure successful implementation. 

While the shipper is responsible for providing VGM data, both the ship’s master and the terminal operator 
also have a duty not to load boxes without VGM data onto vessels. Compliance is thus a shared 
responsibility and communication between all the different parties is critical – both to resolve the many 
difficult issues that remain in the run-up to 1 July, and thereafter to ensure that VGM data flows through 
the system as it should.   

But what will happen on 1 July and the immediate months following when large numbers of containers 
show up in port – as is widely expected – without VGM data?  Contingency planning is also now crucial for 
all the stakeholders, to avoid potentially disastrous impact on container chains as the new regulations bed 
in. 

The 3 Cs of compliance, communication and contingency will be the focus of ICHCA’s VGM - One Month to 
Go round table seminar, taking place in Antwerp on 1 June 
http://www.etouches.com/ichcacontainerweighing2016: 

COMPLIANCE 

¶ What is required for SOLAS VGM compliance – understanding the new laws at the international 
level 

¶ How are national governments approaching enforcement and what does this mean for compliance 
in practice? 

COMMUNICATIONS 

¶ How do we get VGM information transmitted through the supply chain in the appropriate manner 
and in sufficient time? 

¶ Who needs it and when? 

¶ With so much shipping documentation still in non-digital form, how can VGM be implemented 
digitally across the industry? 

CONTINGENCY 

¶ What will happen when the VGM data is not there – or does not arrive in time? 

¶ What will happen to non-compliant boxes with cargoes requiring special attention in port i.e. 
refrigerated and dangerous goods? 

¶ What happens if the container VGM does not match other box weighing data? 

PLUS – IS VGM ENOUGH TO ENSURE SAFETY? 

¶ CTU packing 

¶ Lashing and securing 

¶ Training 
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These are a few of the big issues to be assessed during the seminar, which will bring all the parties together 
for open, unscripted debate with a focus on pragmatic responses to a common challenge. 

 The seminar will be kindly hosted by Antwerp port  training institute OCHA and delegates will also have 
chance to try out OCHA’s crane simulators and other training technology during the day. 

If you would like to attend, please book via the following link: 
http://www.etouches.com/ichcacontainerweighing2016. If you are interested in speaking or sponsoring, 
please contact Helen Coffey: helen.coffey@ichca.com. 

 SOLAS Verified Gross Mass Regulations: ICHCA  

Supports Australian Industry Forums 

 ICHCA Australia is supporting a series of FTA/APSA/CTAA Industry Business Forums in April to discuss the 
implementation in Australia by 1 July of the new international Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) 
requirements governing verified export container weights. 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) will incorporate these Business Forums into its schedule 
of consultations on the amendments to Marine Orders Part 42 meaning the forums will present a good 
opportunity for all stakeholders in the export container logistics chain to be appraised of the new 
requirements and to provide feedback to the Regulator. 

The other key aim of the Forums is to encourage industry discussion on compliance strategies, particularly 
among the commercial parties in the landside logistics chain - exporters, container packers, freight 
forwarders, road and rail transport operators, container terminals, technology providers and weighing 
device companies: 

¶ What weighing measurement accuracy will be acceptable under the new regulations? 

¶ What contractual arrangements, operational processes and information exchange protocols may 
need to be amended between the commercial parties to comply? 

¶ What electronic notification of the VGM will be required by container terminals and by when? 

¶ Which parties in the supply chain can assist exporters to measure the VGM, and at what point in 
the chain? 

¶ What enforcement arrangements will AMSA put in place? 

¶ How will the new export verified gross mass requirements interact with other regulatory 
obligations for the safe carriage of containers by road or rail?  

These Business Forums have attracted broad support from industry organisations across Australia, 
including ICHCA, Australian Logistics Council (ALC), Australian Peak Shippers Association (APSA), Freight & 
Trade Alliance (FTA), Export Council of Australia (ECA), Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport 
(CILTA), Supply Chain and Logistics Association of Australia (SCLAA), Australian International Movers 
Association (AIMA), Western Australian Road Transport Association (WARTA), Freight & Logistics Council of 
WA (FLCWA) and NSW Ports.  The combined reach of these organisations into the export container supply 
chain is considerable. 
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Biosecurity Web Link 

The Department of Agriculture has made available to ICHCA the link to the department’s website for the 
biosecurity legislation e-learning package. This e-learning package is now available on the department’s 
website.  

NYK and JMU to Conduct Joint Research  

on Large Ships Using Big Data 

 

 NYK, the Monohakobi Technology Institute and Japan Marine United Corporation (JMU) have agreed to 
conduct joint research on a series of 14,000 TEU containerships, including NYK Blue Jay, which entered the 
NYK fleet at the JMU shipyard on February 22. 

For NYK Blue Jay, which is the first containership of the series, NYK received the cooperation of the owner 
to provide technological advice to JMU from the shipbuilding stage. NYK will accumulate and analyze 
various operational Big Data collected from NYK Blue Jay, and feed the analytical results back to JMU. 

Against a backdrop of widespread use of the Internet in the maritime industry, NYK’s onshore staff has 
been able to use the MTI-developed SIMS2 to gain a more accurate grasp of operational data from 
oceangoing vessels. Big Data acquired in future joint research through the use of SIMS2 on containerships 
in this series will be accumulated at a ship data center established by ClassNK in December 2015. 

By utilizing this Big Data, more efficient and safer operation of vessels can be pursued. By collaborating 
with more joint research partners in the future and thus enhancing research quality, it is expected that the 
usability of Big Data will be further enhanced. 

http://snmevents.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/NYK-and-JMU-to-Conduct-Joint-Research-on-Large-Ships-Using-Big-Data.jpg
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ICHCA Container Weighing Weekly 

ICHCA is now producing a weekly digest of container weighing in the news titled: ICHCA 
Container Weighing Weekly. The paper can be found here: https://paper.li/e -1455807968. 

For ICHCA members if you would like to subscribe, simply add your e-mail address to the box on the right 
hand side and click subscribe. This is a great way to keep people in the industry informed. Please send the 
link to anyone you believe will be interested.  

 We are also displaying this on the ICHCA website here: http://ichca.com/ichca-container-weighing-weekly 

Interest Sought for Logistics Delegation  

to The Netherlands 

The Australian Logistics Council is seeking expressions of interest in participating in a logistics delegation to 
the Port of Rotterdam and Intermodal Europe 2016, to be held in Rotterdam from 15-17 November. 

This delegation is a follow-up to the Australian Port Mission to Netherlands from 25 October - 31 October 
2015. A copy of the report from the delegation is available here. 

The program will be tailored around delegates' requirements and the Netherlands Consulate-General in 
Sydney will be assisting to organise meetings. 

The Netherlands has the best port infrastructure in the world according to the World Economic Forum's 
Global Competitiveness Report 2013-2014. Dutch (port) companies have translated a lot of knowledge and 
expertise into innovative products and applications that contribute to efficiency, productivity, (cyber) 
security and sustainability in ports. 

It is proposed the mission will take in port related organisations, port logistics and intermodal terminals. 

The program will be at delegate’s expense. 

Participation: For questions about the delegation, please contact Michael Kilgariff. 

Please submit expressions of interest by Friday, 29 April 2016. 
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Funding Grants for Women in all Sectors 

In 2016 Women & Leadership Australia is administering a national initiative to support the development of 
female leaders across all industry sectors.  

The initiative will provide women in all industry sectors with grants for leadership development. More 
specifically,  grant applications are open to women employed in all sectors at two levels. Please click on the 
preferred program link for details.  The deadline for expressing your interest for this funding in your sector 
ends on April 29. 

1. Senior Management and Executive level Women Leaders can apply for $12,000 Individual Grants to 
undertake the Advanced Leadership Program. 

2. Women Managers can apply for $5,000 Individual Grants to undertake the Accelerated Leadership 
Performance Program. 

Attached is the Expression of Interest form.  Should you wish to discuss the initiative in more detail please 
contact Ian Johnson at the office of the National Industry Scholarship Program, Australian School of Applied 
Management on 03 9270 9016 or via ijohnson@wla.edu.au. 

NISGI Expression of 

Interest - Transport & Logistics.pdf

 

 

http://www.wla.edu.au/programs/ALP/ALP-Blended-Prospectus.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/events/15/ALPP/ALPP-Prospectus-15-2.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/events/15/ALPP/ALPP-Prospectus-15-2.pdf
mailto:ijohnson@wla.edu.au
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http://www.stxgroup.com.au/


I n s i d e   I C H C A   |  M a r c h    2 0 1 6  P a g e  | 14 

 

ICHCA Contacts 

 

ICHCA Australia Chairman: 
John Warda 
Mobile: 0417 875 113 
Email: jpwarda@bigpond.com 

 

National Secretary: 
Ian Lovell 
9 Durham St, Henley Beach SA 5022 
Tel: 0400 708 182  
E-mail ian.lovell@bigpond.com 
 

State Co-ordinators State Chairs 
New South Wales: 
John Ingster 
Strang International Pty. Ltd. 
Suite 4.05, 247 Coward Street,  
Mascot NSW 2020 
Tel: 0416 237 074  Fax: (02) 9317 4514  
Email: jingster@stxgroup.com.au  
 

South Australia: 
Neil Murphy 
12 Ashley Ave, Ridgehaven 5097 
Tel: (08) 8263 7686 
Email: nmmurphy@internode.on.net 

 
Queensland: 
Sallie Strang 
Strang International Pty. Ltd. 
936 Nudgee Road, 
Northgate 
Queensland 4013 
Tel: (07) 32678022     
Mobile: 0412 604 842 
Email: sstrang@stxgroup.com.au 

 

  
Victoria: 
Peter van Duyn 
Institute for Supply Chain and Logistics 
Victoria University, 
PO Box 14428, 
Melbourne   VIC   8001 
Phone     +61 3 9919 6264 
Mobile     +61 4 1937 0332 
Email:      peter.van-duyn@vu.edu.au 

  

 

ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY 
 

IAL’s Privacy Policy Details are available by contacting the National Secretary, Ian Lovell, on e-mail 
ian.lovell@bigpond.com or telephone 0400 708 182. 

Our Contact with You 

If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter please advise ian.lovell@bigpond.com and 
the distribution will be cancelled. If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or 
contacts in the cargo handling industry also please advise us. 
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